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Welcome to 2nd Street Community Church.  If you worshiped with us last week for the first time, at the GFU Amphitheater, it’s good to have you join us again here.  This morning we’re coming back to our verse-by-verse study of the letter the Apostle Paul wrote in about 63 A.D. to the followers of Jesus Christ living in the city of Ephesus … a city that was founded many centuries before the earthly life and ministry of Jesus Christ, it was a thriving port-town on the SE part of the Aegean Sea in what is now modern-day Turkey.  In the 1st-Century, Ephesus was a city of over 250,000 people … and so it makes perfect sense that the Apostle Paul planted a church there … and while the city of Ephesus is long-gone, due in part to many sackings, burnings, and earthquakes, it’s ruins are still a major tourist attraction,

Timothy, the young pastor and protégé of the Apostle Paul, and the man whose name is on two books in The New Testament … not because he wrote them, but because the Apostle Paul wrote them to him, was the pastor-teacher at the Ephesian church.  About 1 in 10 of the people living in Ephesus were Believers then … a figure very similar to the number of Believers in Newberg.  However, the church didn’t ever meet in one big location, but rather in small groups, in homes, all over the city.  

Timothy would write and send teachings around to these different “house churches” and if they were lucky, he might be able to visit their particular group one time a year or so.  So while these 1st-Century Ephesian Christians’ desire to know Jesus Christ and become more like Him, was similar to ours as followers of Jesus Christ today in 2010, the way their lives were connected, and the way they fellowshipped and worshiped together as the people who made up “the church” in Ephesus, was very different than what we experience as a 21st-Century, Western church.

Other than being a big port-city on the Aegean Sea, Ephesus was your basic, run-of-the-mill, godless city … or actually, they had lots of gods, temples, shrines, and idols to help people worship all of them.  We’re all looking for something to worship, or honor, or point our lives to, aren’t we?  And without a first-love relationship with Jesus Christ (cf., REVELATION 2:1-7) that we’re either aiming toward for the first time, or that we’ve chosen to pursue as a way of life, we’ll inevitably end up chasing after the wrong things, and end up in the ditch.

In EPHESIANS 4 the Apostle Paul told us WHAT TO TURN AWAY FROM.  EPHESIANS 5 follows that same track, but also adds some awesome instruction about WHAT TO FOLLOW AFTER.  God’s Word is so balanced that way.  I mean if it just told us WHAT NOT TO DO, but didn’t tell us WHAT TO DO, we’d be sunk.

But it’s balanced because God knows us – and He knows that as His followers there’s some things we need to have poured OUT OF US, and there’s some stuff we need to have poured INTO US … that as His followers there’s some things we need to TAKE OFF and there’s some things we need to TAKE ON.  We’re to follow after the character of God the Father and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ … and not to follow after the ways of the world.  

And this is challenge, right?  Learning to “take on, walk after, follow, remain in, abide in, and live into” the character of God the Father and His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, while it IS easier than living the life of sin we knew before coming into a relationship with God, it isn’t easy … or as my seminary friend Kevin used to say, it “ain’t no ride on no pink duck.”  Paul explains this challenge well in FIRST CORINTHIANS 3:1-3 when he wrote these words …

FIRST CORINTHIANS 3:1-3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 [Paul, talking to Christians] And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.
2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it.  Indeed, even now you are not yet able,
3 for you are still fleshly.  For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men? [emphasis added]

God’s desires for us to grow and mature in Him are spelled out in FIRST JOHN 2:1 … My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.  And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous;  

God wants us to sin less and less and follow Him closer and closer.  But He also knows that when we come to Jesus Christ, it takes time to learn how to walk in Him, and remain in Him, and allow His character to be formed in us.  But there’s a faithfulness of change and transformation that needs to be taking place in our lives, or else we need to question whether we’ve really turned our lives over to God in the first place.  I’m not calling us to become eternally insecure about our faith – but to be honest about the changes that are taking place, or NOT TAKING PLACE in our lives.

EPHESIANS 5:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children;

Have you ever been in a situation where you felt like you didn’t fit, were awkward, weird, and out of place?  Did you run out the door and head for the hills, or did you say something like this to yourself:  “Self, for the sake of all things holy, get a grip on yourself!  Hold onto you emotions.  Grit your teeth, wipe that look of terror off your face, smile, and ACT like you’re happy and that you’re going to make it through this without going postal.”

ILLUSTRATION … When I was in Seminary I’d been following Jesus for about two years and I was hanging out with a friend who decided to go to a bar at around 39th and Holgate in SE Portland to help another friend out – and he invited me to go with him.  It wasn’t a bad location or even a very rough neighborhood.  But how many of you know that ANY LOCATION can be the WRONG LOCATION when you add enough Tequila, short skirts, big egos, and a cover band playing ZZ Top and Bachman Turner & Overdrive?  Right?
When we got there I found out my buddy and I needed to stand at the front door, collect the cover-charge money, and let people into the bar.  Okay.  So far so good, until a guy came up to the velvet rope and demanded that he be let in, in front of everyone else.

My friend, who was kind of small, but had a deep voice and big arms, told him to “get to the end of the line” and in about two seconds, the situation went from bad to worse.  A knife came out, and a punch was thrown, and I found myself trying to squeeze in between a cigarette machine and a Pinball machine.  Ya, it’s what you’re imagining.  Like trying to cram 40 pounds of potatoes into a 20-pound sack.

My obituary title in The Oregonian flashed through my head:  “Local Seminary Student Stabbed To Death In Bar Brawl.”  Not exactly how I wanted to make my exit from the world and be remembered.  But after the situation played itself out and my buddy had the upper hand, I ACTED all cool and “with it”.  In other words, I was able to do what I didn’t think I could do, because I was willing to try real hard.  This didn’t mean I was a phony, it just meant that in a split-second I added up the columns, and decided that it was more important to ACT like I had it together than to cough up a lung while standing there screaming like a little girl.  I didn’t stay much longer.

And I know that you’ve found yourselves in similar situations.  DIFFERENT, but SIMILAR.  Maybe not in a bar, but at work, or in a relationship, or at school, or in some other spot.  ACTING is an ability all of us as human beings possess.  Children know how to ACT, and so do teenagers, employees, parents, and husbands and wives.  And switching from one posture, one thought, one response, or one action, to another posture, thought, response, or action, is what Paul is talking about in EPHESIANS 5:1.

The word imitators here in v. 1 is the Greek word mimetes, and it means to imitate or mimic what you see someone else doing.  It was a word that was used in Paul’s day to describe performing artists who acted on the stage or on the street corner as a profession.  In addition to this use … the word mimetes was also often used to describe the modeling done by a parent, by a teacher, or by an athletic champion.  In other words, when someone was recognized or singled-out because of their high moral character, other people were encouraged to emulate, copy, or mimetes them.

The word mimetes and other various forms of this same root word are used about a dozen times in The New Testament (cf., FIRST CORINTHIANS 4:16, SECOND THESSALONIANS 3:7, and HEBREWS 13:7).  And when the Apostle Paul uses mimetes here in EPHESIANS 5:1, he’s telling us to pattern or model our lives after God … and so just as a professional actor is committed to doing whatever it takes to portray the voice, the character, the emotions, and even the appearance of the person they’re emulating, that you and I as follower of Jesus Christ, are to commit ourselves to putting our whole heart, our whole mind, and all of our efforts into imitating God in every part of our lives … privately, publically, in our relationships, at school, at work, when we’re with other Christians, and when we’re with people who aren’t yet in a relationship with Jesus Christ.  Do you see it?

Look back to EPHESIANS 5:1 … the word be in this verse is another important word … it’s the word ginomai and it’s written in what in the Greek New Testament is called the “middle voice”.  The middle voice means that the subject initiates the action and participates in the results of the action, performing an action upon himself or herself for their own benefit … and so here’s how it’s translated in THE NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE, and how it would best be translated so that the middle voice clearly stands out and is heard …

EPHESIANS 5:1a

1a Therefore be imitators of God … [NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE]
[bookmark: middle]1a Be constantly in the process of becoming more and more, every day, like God … [PARAPHRASED WITH THE MIDDLE VOICE]

And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

God began His good work in us when we came into relationship with Him, but we need to intentionally and consistently partner with God in continuing this “good work” of letting Him live through us as we remain in Him.
 
None of us have arrived at our goal of becoming perfectly like Jesus, but when we remain steadily engaged in this process of “becoming imitators of God” we learn to act more and more like God, more and more of the time.

Throughout the years I’ve heard it said that when a Christian walks back into sin, even if they come back to God, they’ll never be able to get to the level of maturity in God they were at before they turned their back on God.  Oh really?  Tell that to David in The Old Testament.  Tell that to Peter in The New Testament.  Or I’ve heard it said that a bird with a broken wing, even when it’s healed, will never fly as high as before.

Well while that might be true in the animal kingdom, it’s not true with you and me as followers of Jesus Christ.  Because when we walk back into sin and turn our back on God … we can confess our sins to God, and we can repent of our sins … and while yes, there still might be some hard consequences to our choices to walk away from God … because of God’s grace and God’s forgiveness, no matter where we’ve been, we can become greater and more mature in our walk with God than we ever were before.

In fact, let me see the hands of those of you here who know what I’m talking about … who are living proof that God is still in the business of taking our busted up lives, hearts, minds, and dreams and putting them back together again – helping us become imitators of Him in ways and with a depth that we never dreamed we’d be able to do when we were away from God and not giving Him the time of day?  Do you see it?  So let’s not give up on taking Paul up on his admonition to us here in EPHESIANS 5:1.

From FIRST JOHN 4:8 we know that God is love.  From FIRST THESSALONIANS 5:23 we know that God is peace.  And from ROMANS 15:13 we know that God is hope.  And God has infinite patience and mercy as you and I go through the process of transformation He calls us into when we come into relationship with Him.

FIRST JOHN 4:8; FIRST THESSALONIANS 5:23; ROMANS 15:13
(NEW CENTURY VERSION)

8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love.
23 Now may God Himself, the God of peace, make you pure, belonging only to Him.  May your whole self — spirit, soul, and body — be kept safe and without fault when our Lord Jesus Christ comes.
13 I pray that the God Who gives hope will fill you with much joy and peace while you trust in Him.  Then your hope will overflow by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Okay, now let’s go on to EPHESIANS 5:2 …

EPHESIANS 5:2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Who do kids most often look at for what to do, what to say, how to act?  First, their parents, and second, their older siblings.  And what’s true in the natural is true in the spiritual.  Not only are Christians to imitate God the Father, but we’re to imitate our older brother, Jesus Christ. God the Father and Jesus Christ the Son are our perfect examples of love, and when we make the choice, over and over again throughout each day, to love as Jesus loves, our lives become an offering, a sacrifice, and a fragrant aroma to God the Father.

This term fragrant aroma in v. 2 refers to Jewish sacrifices in The Old Testament.  We read throughout The Old Testament that God was satisfied when priests were finished offering sacrifices.  Gang, when you and I live our lives according to the pattern of God’s Word, God is satisfied with us, and with the choices we’re making … and the aroma of those choices is a sweet smelling savor to Him.  God the Father is satisfied, first with the work of Jesus on the cross, and then, when we’ve accepted the work of Jesus Christ on the cross, God the Father is also satisfied with us.

And it’s because Jesus Christ willingly offered Himself up as a sacrifice before God, that you and I need to dedicate ourselves before God to connect with and serve the needs of others.  This is what Paul was talking about in ROMANS 12:1 when he wrote, 

ROMANS 12:1 (THE MESSAGE)

1 So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you:  Take your everyday, ordinary life — your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life — and place it before God as an offering.  Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for Him.

And I see a SECOND FAITH LESSON for us here …

FAITH LESSON
Even before the cross Jesus Christ dedicated Himself to the will of God.  And to imitate Him we must do the same thing, day-by-day.

“Father God, I’m dedicating myself to You right now by putting my old self, my sinful self, on the altar to die.  Help me put on and live in the new life You’ve given me.  Help me walk in the truths of Your Word, and in the power of Your Holy Spirit.  It’s the desire of my heart to be acceptable and satisfying to You.  Amen.”

In EPHESIANS 5:3, the Apostle Paul begins telling us, NOT WHO TO imitate, but WHO NOT TO imitate …

EPHESIANS 5:3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 But immorality or any impurity or greed must not even be named among you, as is proper among saints;

God knows the unrighteous paths we’re tempted to walk down.  And so Paul lists out for us here some of the things we’re to “put off” as opposed to “putting on” and that we’re to have nothing to do with … and most of the first things on this list are related to our sexuality and to the fact that God wants us to devote this intimate part of our lives to His plans instead of taking on the patterns and the habits of this world.

The amazing truth is that who God is and what God has belongs to you and me as His children.  And as God treats us, so we should treat one another … “on earth as it is in heaven” Jesus prayed in MATTHEW 6:10.  The whole Bible is pointing us in this truth that after coming into a relationship with God we should go through this maturing process of becoming more like Him in our thoughts, in our words, in our deeds, and in our priorities.  I know that you’re probably tired of hearing me say this – but my friends this is the CORE, the KERYGMA, the CENTRAL, KEY MESSAGE of invitation and instruction throughout the Word of God … from GENESIS through REVELATION.

ILLUSTRATION … The poster in the university commons just had one huge word floating in the middle of its nearly otherwise white space … and the word was SEX.  And then right underneath the word SEX, in small print, it said, “Now that you’re interested, how about joining the College Rowing Club?”  Shrewd Crewers.  

Now obviously, the rowing club members who made the posters weren’t suggesting that joining them on the still waters for early-morning workouts had anything to do with SEX … what they were doing was what most product-pushers since the beginning of time was doing … exploiting the fact that every culture, from Western to Eastern, from Northern to Southern, from male-dominated to female-dominated, has been so obsessed with SEX that the very word attracts people’s attention … and the bottom-line conclusion that’s made is that anything associated with it seems more attractive and alluring as well.

The first sin Paul lists here is immorality.  The Greek word he uses is porneia, which is from the same root word we get the word pornography.  There’s “nothing new under the sun,” right?  This word refers to ANY sex act outside the proper boundaries of marriage.  ANY.  Sex was designed by God to be holy to the Lord, and to provide pleasure for married couples.  Many people try and dodge this command, by coming up with all kinds of work-arounds and excuses.  But the bottom line is that God doesn’t want His children to participate in ANY sexual immorality or impurity.  And if you’ve ever broken this rule and suffered some of the brokenness and the pain of doing so, then you know why this is God’s plan for our lives as His children.

As with all sin, sexual sin always leads to more impurity and more sin … and as the descent into sin continues, our greed and covetousness increases.  Paul intentionally links greed to sexual sin here because sexual immorality and impurity creates inside of us, both as men and as women, a desire for more and more of the same.  Some of us here can attest to the truth of Paul’s words, and to the seemingly never-ending spiral descent of sin that occurs when they’re not heeded – with the eventual destruction real relationships, of the body, and of sometimes of life itself.

I love how Paul ends this verse … saying that these things “must not even be named among you,” He’s not saying “Don’t talk about the danger of these things.”  He’s saying “Don’t let these things become the descriptors others would use to explain who you are and what your life and your priorities are all about.”

EPHESIANS 5:4-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks,
5 for this you know with certainty, that no immoral or impure person or covetous man, who is an idolater, has an inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God.

Filthiness refers to obscene words … silly talking refers to foolish remarks (like racial jokes, sexual innuendos, or double-entendres) … and coarse jesting refers to sexual comments designed to gain attention.  Gang, these things are not what God wants from His children.  And if you’re thinking to yourself, “But Christians wouldn’t do any of these things” then you’re in for a big surprise.  Christians struggled with these things in Paul’s day, and little about people has changed since then.  Paul’s telling us in v. 5 that when we give into these kinds of thinking, speaking, and acting, WE MAKE IDOLS OUT OF SIN AND SELF, and we start living life outside the bounds of the Kingdom of God and outside of what God is calling us to as His children.

Paul isn’t telling us here that Christians are supposed to be boring or stick-in-the-mud kill-joys.  God doesn’t want every word that comes out of our mouth to be “Glory Hallelujah” or “Let’s pray about that” or “Praise the Lord!”  That’s annoying.  That won’t build fellowship or relationship with people who know God or with those who don’t yet know Him.  But gang, as followers of Jesus Christ, you and I should be the most relaxed, okay-in-our-own-skin people at any party or get-together … and we should be able to be like this while still being uplifting and edifying to God.

EPHESIANS 5:6-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of disobedience.
7 Therefore do not be partakers with them;
Friends, if heaven is our eventual and eternal home and it’s our goal to store up rewards for when we get there, why do we so easily lower the bar spiritually, and live like we’re not in relationship with God?  If you’re born again and headed for heaven, and if in your heart you desire spiritual rewards, then why not act like it?  Let’s follow Paul’s instruction here and not follow after the ways of the world.  Spiritual saints – people committed to living up to the standards of the Kingdom of God and letting God’s Word set the course for what we’ll put on and take off in this life, should be the hallmark of you and me as followers of the Lord Jesus Christ.

“But I’m not as bad as my brother-in-law!”  Since when did your brother-in-law become the standard?  “But we’re not as bad as those heathens living in Europe.”  Since when did the Europeans become the standard?  Friends, God and God’s Word is our standard, and if we’re not allowing it, and actively inviting it to raise the bar about how we think, how we talk, and how we act, we’re never going to grow up in our faith and become the men and women God is calling us to become.

Remember the verses we looked at earlier from FIRST CORINTHIANS 3 … where Paul described the Believers in the Greek town of Corinth who were stuck in their faith, and becoming more and more like the world instead of becoming more and more like Jesus?  Gang, listen to me, there’s no such thing as standing still or staying in neutral in our Christian life.  You and I are all either in drive, moving forward and taking on more and more of the character of Jesus Christ, or we’re moving backwards and taking on more and more of the character of this world.

ILLUSTRATION … I’ve had Christians try and rationalize all kinds of sin to me, and tell me that it was God who led them to do it.  I’ve had Believers tell me things that I’m sure the Devil had to take notes on – because it was stuff that even he couldn’t have thought up.  I’ve quoted Scripture to people who’ve been giving me their litany of excuses for their sinful behavior … and I’ve even had people quote Scripture back to me to explain their justifications for their sin.

I remember a time when this was happening and I just stopped, closed my Bible and said, “Wow, you’re really special!  I mean, God must have just suspended all His truths and all His commands when it came to you.  I’ve never met anybody like you before.  But you know what?  I don’t actually believe for a minute that God did that, and if you think that He did, or that He’s going to hold back all the consequences and all the pain and all the fruit of your choices, then my friend, you are sorely mistaken.  God always gets the last word.”

God doesn’t warn us of things that don’t exist or that won’t happen.  The word partakers here in v. 7 means participants … and just as we learned in FIRST CORINTHIANS 3:3, so too, Paul lets us know here that Believers can and do act like unbelievers.  And so he says, therefore do not be partakers with those who don’t love God, don’t get caught up and participate with them in the things of life.

EPHESIANS 5:8-9 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light
9 (for the fruit of the Light consists in all goodness and righteousness and truth),

Yes we used be in the dark, but praise the Lord now many of us are in the Light … and so we need to walk like who we are, and live like what we are … as children of Light (cf., FIRST JOHN 1:6-7; ROMANS 13:11-12).  Throughout the Word of God we find lightness and darkness, life and death, and Jesus and Satan compared and contrasted.  When we’re out of fellowship with the Lord, we’re in the flesh and walking in darkness.  We might still be in relationship with God, but even that can be forsaken when sinning once again becomes the way of life we’re most fully committed to.  But when we’re in fellowship with the Lord, we’re in the Spirit, and walking in the light.

FIRST JOHN 1:7a (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

7a But if we are living in the light, as God is in the light, then we have fellowship with each other …

When we walk in darkness – out of fellowship with God because of the sin we’re choosing and allowing to exist in our lives – we still produce fruits – but it will be fruit that isn’t acceptable to the Lord, and that ruins our lives instead of builds up our lives and builds up our faith.  Oh, we might come up with some fruit that LOOKS GOOD for a while … but when it’s the product of the flesh and of the darkness, it will never be a swell aroma to God.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON for us here this morning …

FAITH LESSON

Fruits of the flesh, no matter how sweet-smelling we talk ourselves into believing them to be, are always unacceptable to the Lord, and judged as wood, hay, and stubble instead of as gold, silver, and precious stones (FIRST CORINTHIANS 3:12), and we’ll be unable to stand before God on Judgment Day with confidence because the only fruit that will be shown as gold, silver, and precious stones, will be what is accomplished as we walk in the light.  We can’t fail, when we remain in Christ and when we walk in the light God gives us.

Let’s wrap up with v. 10 …

EPHESIANS 5:10

10 trying to learn what is pleasing to the Lord. [NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE]
10 Figure out what will please Christ, and then do it. [THE MESSAGE]

Friends, you and I are figuring out, revealing, and proving what is acceptable and pleasing to the Lord when we walk in the light and when the fruit of our lives is good, righteous, and rooted in the holiness of God.  Remember what King David wrote in PSALM 119:105 …

PSALM 119:105

105 Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path. [NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE]
105 By Your words I can see where I'm going; they throw a beam of light on my dark path.  [THE MESSAGE]

God’s Word is a light, showing us the next steps to take.  And God’s Word is also a lamp to reveal traps, ruts, and dangers that will hurt us if we walk into them.  In other words, the same light that tells me where to go, also shows me what to avoid.  So God’s light has two primary functions … FIRST, to instruct us in truth, and SECOND, to reveal error.  God’s Word reveals what is acceptable to God … and that’s why we need to take it into our lives, listen to it, mediate on it, pray through it, discuss it, study it, be attentive to it, and follow its instruction.

ILLUSTRATION … Far off in the dark night, a ship captain spotted some lights.  Right away he ordered his signalman to send out this important message to the source of the lights:  “Alter your course 10 degrees south.”
Promptly a return message was received.  “Alter your course 10 degrees north.”
The captain was angered that his command had been ignored, so he sent a second message:  “Alter your course 10 degrees south – I am the captain!”
Soon another message was received:  “Alter your course 10 degrees north – I am Seaman 3rd Class Jones.”
Immediately the captain sent a third message:  “Alter your course 10 degrees south – I am a battleship!”
After which the final reply came:  “Alter YOUR course 10 degrees north – I’m a lighthouse.”

Do you think that captain altered his course after receiving that third message?  You bet!  But hopefully more than his course changed – hopefully his perspective changed as well.  The light he first thought was a threat to his vessel was actually its salvation. It admonished him, “Warning, dangerous, life-threatening peninsula ahead!” and it pointed him and his crew to shift course and save their lives. Been there?  I sure have.

God’s light, God’s way, God’s direction, and God’s Word are just like this.  And we can shrink back from it in fear and belligerence, or we can respond to God’s instruction, engage the power and the direction of God’s Word, and experience God’s saving grace and abundant life.  Our choice.  Gang, let’s remain in Him.

NEXT SUNDAY … EPHESIANS 5:11-20 … COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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Century Ephesian Christians’ desire to know Jesus 

Christ and become more like Him, was similar to ou

rs as followers of Jesus Christ 

today in 2010, the way their lives were connected, and the way they fellowshipped 

and worshiped together as the people who made up “the church” in Ephesus, was very 

different than what we experience as a 21st

-

Century, Wester

n church.

 

 

Other than being a big port

-

city on the Aegean Sea, Ephesus was your basic, run

-

of

-

the

-

mill, godless city … or actually, they had lots of gods, temples, shrines, and idols 

to help people worship all of them.  We’re all looking for something to w

orship, or 

honor, or point our lives to, aren’t we?  And without a 

first

-

love relationship

 

with 

Jesus Christ (cf., 

REVELATION 2:1

-

7

) that we’re either aiming toward for the first 

time, or that we’ve chosen to pursue as a way of life, we’ll inevitably end u

p chasing 

after the wrong things, and end up in the ditch.

 

 

In 

EPHESIANS 4

 

the Apostle Paul told us 

WHAT TO TURN AWAY FR

OM

.  

EPHESIANS 5

 

follows that same track, but also adds some awesome instruction about 

WHAT TO 

FOLLOW AFTER

.  God’s Word is so balanced 

that way.  I mean if it just told us 

WHAT

 

NOT TO DO

, but didn’t tell us 

WHAT TO DO

, we’d be sunk.

 

 

But it’s balanced because God knows us 

–

 

and He knows that as His followers there’s 

some things we need to have poured 

OUT OF US

, and there’s some stuff we n

eed to 

have poured 

INTO US

 

… that as His followers there’s some things we need to 

TAKE 

OFF

 

and there’s some things we need to 

TAKE ON

.  We’re to follow after the 

